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that a soldier sentenced to flogging sometimes prays
that his sentence may be commuted to death. Flog-
ging, banished from the armies of Western Europe
remains here by the sanction of the Duke of Welling,
ton. The right of the husband to sell the wife has
been retained down to our times. The Jews have
been the favourite victims of royal and popular per-
secution. Henry III mortgaged all the Jews in the
kingdom to his brother, the Earl of Cornwall, as
security for money which he borrowed. The torture
of criminals, and the rack for extorting evidence
were slowly disused. Of the criminal statutes Sir
Samuel Eomilly said, " I have examined the codes of
all nations, and ours is the worst, and worthy of the
Anthropophagi." In the last session, the House of
Commons was listening to details of flogging and
torture practised in the jails.

As soon as this land, thus geographically posted,
got a hardy people into it, they could not help be-
coming the sailors and factors of the globe. From
childhood, they dabbled in water, they swam like fishes,
their playthings were boats. In the case of the ship-
money, the judges delivered it for law, that <c England
being an island, the very midland shires therein are
all to be accounted maritime :" and Fuller adds, "the
genius even of landlocked counties driving the natives
with a maritime dexterity," As early as the Conquest,
it is remarked in explanation of the wealth of England
that its merchants trade to all countries,

The English, at the present day, have great vigour
of body and endurance. Other countrymen look slight